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Dear Parents,

As we continue into our second term we commend all the children for their ongoing
commitment to their class work and to the additional activities that they enjoy as part of
school life in Scoil Mhuire; the Student Council, the variety of clubs that children are
attending and the additional training of soccer, olympic handball, camogie, hurling, chess
and keyboard.

The Board of Management would like to thank the children for their enthusiasm throughout
their Grandparents Day performances. The feedback was extremely positive with the school
receiving some lovely notes and cards from Grandparents who complimented the children
and the school community for the day they had.

Well done again to our Parent Association Committee and the efforts put in by all
volunteers to assist us with Grandparents Day. The help received from volunteers make the
day possible as we simply would not have the manpower to run the entire day ourselves.
Thank you once again.

As we move towards St. Patrick’s weekend & Easter break, teachers are spending time
reflecting with their children on Lent, focussing on things we can give up and things we can
take up as we prepare for Easter Sunday. We are also focusing on Seachtain na Gaeilge

with daily activities to encourage children to speak Irish in informal and fun ways and
celebrating the life of our Patron Saint, St. Patrick.
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The prayer of St. Patrick asks for the protection of Jesus Christ on a journey. Part of this
prayer recites: “Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me,
Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ
in mouth of friend and stranger. I bind unto myself the Name, The strong Name of the
Trinity; By invocation of the same. The Three in One, and One in Three, Of Whom all nature

hath creation, Eternal Father, Spirit, Word: Praise to the Lord of my salvation, Salvation is o
Christ the Lord.”

For anyone travelling on their own journey over the coming bank holiday or over Easter, we
wish the prayer of St. Patrick to you and your family.

Regards,

Ms. Lorraine Henry
Principal

HOT SCHOOL MEALS SURVEY

A gentle reminder to all parents/quardians to please complete the Hot School Meals Survey
if you have not already done so. Your feedback is very important and will help inform future
planning for the programme in our school. See link here:

https://forms.gle/ea1xkgiT7ERHP57K8
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SCHOOL CALENDAR UPDATES

9¢ La Glas: Will take place on Monday 16th March. Children should wear green.
« a First Confession: Will take place on Monday 23rd March in the school hall.
™ Easter Holidays: School will close for Easter holidays on Friday 27th March at 12pm
and will reopen on Monday 13" April.
» Confirmation: Will take place on 24th April in The Church of the Annunciation,
Clarinbridge
Music Ensemble: National Concert Hall Performance Day 27" April
Wellbeing Week: beginning Monday 27" April.
4 First Holy Communion: Will be celebrated on 23 May The Church of the

Annunciation, Clarinbridge.

MUSIC NEWS

Our school music group were privileged to have Professor Robin Panter (RIAM) host a
workshop for them on February 23rd. He was very impressed with the standard of
performance and the preparation and practice the children have been doing for their
upcoming performance in the National Concert Hall. The music group are looking forward
to the 3rd of their music ensemble workshops with Professor Fergus O’ Carroll on
Wednesday 25th March. He will be returning for our final workshop on Wednesday 15th

April. We will also be hosting a visit from Allen National School, Co. Kildare that day so

the children can work on a collaborative piece J‘or perjormance in the National Concert Hall

on April 27th.
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GRANDPARENTS DAY CELEBRATIONS

.

We had a wonderful and memorable day in our school hall on Friday, 27th February as we
celebrated our Grandparents and Friends of the Community Day.

All classes took part in lovely performances, which were thoroughly enjoyed by our guests.
A big thank you to the Parents’ Association for providing tea and coffee, which added to
the warm and welcoming atmosphere.

It was a very special occasion, and we are grateful to everyone who joined us and helped

make the day so enjoyable.
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COPE HOT SCHOOL MEAL DONATIONS &

On Friday, 27th February, following our lovely Grandparents Day celebrations, some
children headed home early with their grandparents. As a result, we had a number of Hot
School Meals left over across the school. Abigail and Chloe from 2nd Class kindly took the
initiative to gather the meals, carefully remove the labels, and pack a large box of food to
donate to COPE.

A big thank you to Ms. Rushe for delivering the food to the COPE Day Centre in Westside,
Galway.We are so proud of Abigail and Chloe for showing such thoughtfulness and
community spirit - well done, girls!

WELLBEING WEEK ~ +/#R¢

We are looking forward to our upcoming Wellbeing Week at the end of April, organised by

Ms. Kennedy. Throughout the week, children will take part in a range of activities that
promote positive wellbeing, Rindness, and healthy habits.

We would also like to thank the parents who will be visiting the school during the week. If
any other parents would like to come in and take part, please contact the school office.

A big thank you to Ms. Kennedy for all the work she has put into organising this special
week for our school.
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Second Class had a great time celebrating World Book Day on March 5th. They spent some
time chatting about their favourite books and sharing recommendations with their
classmates. Everyone loved hearing about the different stories theyre enjoying at the
moment, and it gave them lots of new ideas for what to read next!

Junior Infants also enjoyed celebrating World Book Day. They took part in live read-aloud
sessions hosted by the Education Centre and loved listening to the engaging stories. It was
a lovely opportunity to promote a love of reading and celebrate the joy of books together.
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SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE
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We also celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge in our school from Monday, 9th March.

Throughout the week, we were reminded of our school motto, Ni neart go cur le chéile, and
the well-known saying Beatha teanga { a labhairt, encouraging everyone to use and enjoy
Gaeilge in a fun and meaningful way.

During the week, children took part in a variety of enjoyable activities including cluichi tri
Ghaeilge, ceachtanna ealaine, trdth na gceist, ciorcal comhrd, cluichi bingo, and a téraiocht

taisce. It was wonderful to see everyone making an effort to use their Gaeilge and having
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SOCCER €3

Our senior classes represented the school at soccer tournaments in Kiltullagh. The girls’
team took part on 10th March, followed by the boys’ team on 11th March. Well done to
all involved, and a sincere thank you to Mr. Conroy, Mr. Glavey, Ms. Caulfield and Karen
Burns who gave their time to train and support the teams.

SWIMMING JZ%.

We would like to wish the very best of luck to our school swim team - Lily Balfe, Harry
Byrne, Ruairi Byrne, Holly Cullen, Rose Cullen, Eve D’Arcy, and Billy O’Brien - who will

travel to the National Aquatic Centre in Dublin on Sunday, 29th March to compete in the
Minor Primary Schools All-Ireland Finals.

We are all very proud of your achievement and wish you every success!
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Well done to the 5th Class mixed handball teams who proudly represented our school at a
handball tournament on 12" March. The children showed fantastic skill, teamwork and
sportsmanship throughout the day and have qualified for the next round of the competition.
A big thank you to Mr. Lane, Ms. Kilroy and Ms. Mogan for their time and dedication in
training the teams in preparation for the event.

HURLING/CAMOGIE X

A sincere thank you to the volunteer parents from Clarlnbridge GAA Club for generously
giving their time to train our junior classes on Tuesday mornings. The children are

thoroughly enjoying the sessions and benefiting greatly from their expertise.
Our senior classes are also looking forward to working with Aisling, the Child Development

Officer, in the coming weeks.
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Our 4th classes recently had the wonderful opportunity to work with TAP artist Peter
Bradley as part of our Creative Schools programme. Over a number of weeks, the children
explored their creativity through a variety of fun and engaging art activities while learning
new techniques and ways to express their ideas.

The project came to a close on Friday, 6th March, and the children were extremely proud

of the fantastic work they created. It was a very enjoyable and inspiring experience for all
involved.

A huge thank you to Peter Bradley for sharing his creativity, enthusiasm, and artistic
expertise with our students and to Ms. Moran for organising.
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3rd Class, along with their teacher Ms. Rushe, are busy preparing for the upcoming LEGO

League. The children have been working together in teams to design, build and programme
their LEGO models while developing their problem-solving and teamwork skills.

There has been great excitement in the classroom as the children test their ideas, make
improvements to their designs and learn more about engineering and technology along the
way. We wish them the very best of luck as they continue their preparations for the LEGO

League.
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STEM Power Hour has been taking place in Ms. Burke’s 4th class on Friday afternoons for

the past few weeks with Ms. Caulfield. The children have been engaging in construction
activities using K'nex as well as using Lego Spike and Lego We Do Rits. The children have
been working together in small groups, planning, collaborating, problem solving, discussing,
constructing pieces and programming them to make the pieces move. Some groups added
voice recordings and music to their work.

Ms. Kilgarriff's 4th class will participate in Power Hour from this week. Stay tuned.
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STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE

Since our last newsletter, the student Council have been busy meeting and greeting parents
and grandparents at our recent Grandparents Day. We hope you enjoyed the bookmarks.
Student councillors from 4th to 6th classes were introducing the classes to the stage and
reciting some lovely thoughts collected from the children in the senior classes. We hope the
Grandparents who were able to attend, enjoyed this special day.

This month our SNA Deirdre Leahy stars in the “Getting to know our staff” feature in our
school newsletter. The interviewers were Sienna and Blake (4th class).

Thanks to Ms. Caulfield and Ms. Burke for their help with the Student Council.
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STUDENT COUNCIL INTERVIEW WITH DEIRDRE LEAHY

Deirdre, How long are you working
in Scoil Mhuire?

I will be in Scoil Mhuire 21 years in April

What other jobs have you done?

I worked in an insurance company.

What's your favourite thing about
being an SNA?

The fun I have every day.

What's your favourite memory as
an SNA?

A pupil I worked with in the past, Maire Connolly,
has won medals in the Special Olympics.

What do you like to do in your free
time?

Walk and read.

Why would you recommend
someone work as an SNA?

It's a very rewarding job.

Tell us something interesting about

yourself?

I went back to college 3 years ago and I am almost
finished my degree in Disability Studies.

What advice would you give your
younger self?

Work hard, Trust yourself and be what you want to
be.

What life advice would you give the
children in school?

Enjoy every day because you don’t realise that school
days are the best days of your life.

If you could have one wish what
would you wish for?

World Peace, especially with the way the world is at
the moment.
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3
IRISH DANCING SUCCESS

Aoibhinn Cormican recently represented our school at the Connacht
Irish Dancing Championships held in Ballinasloe on Sunday, 1st
March. Aoibhinn had a fantastic day, placing 1st in the Heavy Jig,
Tst in the Slip Jig, and 2nd in the Traditional Set.

Congratulations to Aoibhinn on this wonderful achievement — we
are very proud of her!

We are delighted that a number of our pupils will be representing the school in the upcoming
Chess Finals in Galway. We wish all players the very best of luck!

Galway Chess Team Championship

? Ardilaun Hotel, Taylors Hill, Galway

® 10.00am - 3.00pm

EH Cost: €10 per player

Team Players: Michael Clesham, Rory Byrne, Adam Hatton, Billy O’Brien, George Gillan,
Luke McNulty, Mark Shields and Daithi O’Loan.

Girls Chess Finals

? Bridge Club, St. Mary’s, Galway

Wednesday, 18th March 2026

® 10.00am - 2.00pm

EH Cost: €10 per player

Team Players: Freya Cahill, Chloe Gilvear, Lily Clancy and Ava Carr.
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	As we continue into our second term we commend all the children for their ongoing commitment to their class work and to the additional activities that they enjoy as part of school life in Scoil Mhuire; the Student Council, the variety of clubs that children are attending and the additional training of soccer, olympic handball, camogie, hurling, chess and keyboard.
	The Board of Management would like to thank the children for their enthusiasm throughout their Grandparents Day performances. The feedback was extremely positive with the school receiving some lovely notes and cards from Grandparents who complimented the children and the school community for the day they had.
	Well done again to our Parent Association Committee and the efforts put in by all volunteers to assist us with Grandparents Day. The help received from volunteers make the day possible as we simply would not have the manpower to run the entire day ourselves. Thank you once again.
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	The prayer of St. Patrick asks for the protection of Jesus Christ on a journey. Part of this prayer recites: “Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. I bind unto myself the Name, The strong Name of the Trinity; By invocation of the same. The Three in One, and One in Three, Of Whom all nature hath creation, Eternal Father, Spirit, Word: Praise to the Lord of my salvation, Salvation is of Christ the Lord.”
	For anyone travelling on their own journey over the coming bank holiday or over Easter, we wish the prayer of St. Patrick to you and your family.
	Regards, Ms. Lorraine Henry  Principal

	HOT SCHOOL MEALS SURVEY
	A gentle reminder to all parents/guardians to please complete the Hot School Meals Survey if you have not already done so. Your feedback is very important and will help inform future planning for the programme in our school. See link here: https://forms.gle/ea1xkgiT7ERHP57K8
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	GRANDPARENTS DAY CELEBRATIONS
	We had a wonderful and memorable day in our school hall on Friday, 27th February as we celebrated our Grandparents and Friends of the Community Day. All classes took part in lovely performances, which were thoroughly enjoyed by our guests. A big thank you to the Parents’ Association for providing tea and coffee, which added to the warm and welcoming atmosphere. It was a very special occasion, and we are grateful to everyone who joined us and helped make the day so enjoyable.
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	COPE HOT SCHOOL MEAL DONATIONS
	On Friday, 27th February, following our lovely Grandparents Day celebrations, some children headed home early with their grandparents. As a result, we had a number of Hot School Meals left over across the school. Abigail and Chloe from 2nd Class kindly took the initiative to gather the meals, carefully remove the labels, and pack a large box of food to donate to COPE. A big thank you to Ms. Rushe for delivering the food to the COPE Day Centre in Westside, Galway.We are so proud of Abigail and Chloe for showing such thoughtfulness and community spirit - well done, girls!

	WELLBEING WEEK
	We are looking forward to our upcoming Wellbeing Week at the end of April, organised by Ms. Kennedy. Throughout the week, children will take part in a range of activities that promote positive wellbeing, kindness, and healthy habits. We would also like to thank the parents who will be visiting the school during the week. If any other parents would like to come in and take part, please contact the school office. A big thank you to Ms. Kennedy for all the work she has put into organising this special week for our school.
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	WORLD BOOK DAY
	Second Class had a great time celebrating World Book Day on March 5th. They spent some time chatting about their favourite books and sharing recommendations with their  classmates. Everyone loved hearing about the different stories they’re enjoying at the moment, and it gave them lots of new ideas for what to read next!
	Junior Infants also enjoyed celebrating World Book Day. They took part in live read-aloud sessions hosted by the Education Centre and loved listening to the engaging stories. It was a lovely opportunity to promote a love of reading and celebrate the joy of books together.
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	SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE
	We also celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge in our school from Monday, 9th March. Throughout the week, we were reminded of our school motto, Ní neart go cur le chéile, and the well-known saying Beatha teanga í a labhairt, encouraging everyone to use and enjoy Gaeilge in a fun and meaningful way. During the week, children took part in a variety of enjoyable activities including cluichí trí Ghaeilge, ceachtanna ealaíne, tráth na gceist, ciorcal comhrá, cluichí bingo, and a tóraíocht taisce. It was wonderful to see everyone making an effort to use their Gaeilge and having great fun while doing so.
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	SOCCER
	Our senior classes represented the school at soccer tournaments in Kiltullagh. The girls’ team took part on 10th March, followed by the boys’ team on 11th March. Well done to all involved, and a sincere thank you to Mr. Conroy, Mr. Glavey, Ms. Caulfield and Karen Burns who gave their time to train and support the teams.

	SWIMMING
	We would like to wish the very best of luck to our school swim team - Lily Balfe, Harry Byrne, Ruairí Byrne, Holly Cullen, Rose Cullen, Eve D’Arcy, and Billy O’Brien - who will travel to the National Aquatic Centre in Dublin on Sunday, 29th March to compete in the Minor Primary Schools All-Ireland Finals. We are all very proud of your achievement and wish you every success!
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	HANDBALL
	HURLING/CAMOGIE
	A sincere thank you to the volunteer parents from Clarinbridge GAA Club for generously giving their time to train our junior classes on Tuesday mornings. The children are thoroughly enjoying the sessions and benefiting greatly from their expertise. Our senior classes are also looking forward to working with Aisling, the Child Development Officer, in the coming weeks.
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	PETER BRADLEY ARTIST VISIT
	Our 4th classes recently had the wonderful opportunity to work with TAP artist Peter Bradley as part of our Creative Schools programme. Over a number of weeks, the children explored their creativity through a variety of fun and engaging art activities while learning new techniques and ways to express their ideas. The project came to a close on Friday, 6th March, and the children were extremely proud of the fantastic work they created. It was a very enjoyable and inspiring experience for all involved. A huge thank you to Peter Bradley for sharing his creativity, enthusiasm, and artistic expertise with our students and to Ms. Moran for organising.
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	LEGO LEAGUE
	3rd Class, along with their teacher Ms. Rushe, are busy preparing for the upcoming LEGO League. The children have been working together in teams to design, build and programme their LEGO models while developing their problem-solving and teamwork skills. There has been great excitement in the classroom as the children test their ideas, make improvements to their designs and learn more about engineering and technology along the way. We wish them the very best of luck as they continue their preparations for the LEGO League.
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	STEM POWER HOUR
	STEM Power Hour has been taking place in Ms. Burke’s 4th class on Friday afternoons for the past few weeks with Ms. Caulfield. The children have been engaging in construction activities using K’nex as well as using Lego Spike and Lego We Do kits. The children have been working together in small groups, planning, collaborating, problem solving, discussing, constructing pieces and programming them to make the pieces move. Some groups added voice recordings and music to their work. Ms. Kilgarriff’s 4th class will participate in Power Hour from this week. Stay tuned.
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	Since our last newsletter, the student Council have been busy meeting and greeting parents and grandparents at our recent Grandparents Day. We hope you enjoyed the bookmarks. Student councillors from 4th to 6th classes were introducing the classes to the stage and reciting some lovely thoughts collected from the children in the senior classes. We hope the Grandparents who were able to attend, enjoyed this special day. This month our SNA Deirdre Leahy stars in the “Getting to know our staff” feature in our school newsletter. The interviewers were Sienna and Blake (4th class). Thanks to Ms. Caulfield and Ms. Burke for their help with the Student Council.
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	IRISH DANCING SUCCESS
	Aoibhinn Cormican recently represented our school at the Connacht Irish Dancing Championships held in Ballinasloe on Sunday, 1st March. Aoibhinn had a fantastic day, placing 1st in the Heavy Jig, 1st in the Slip Jig, and 2nd in the Traditional Set. Congratulations to Aoibhinn on this wonderful achievement – we are very proud of her!

	CHESS
	We are delighted that a number of our pupils will be representing the school in the upcoming Chess Finals in Galway. We wish all players the very best of luck!
	Galway Chess Team Championship 📍 Ardilaun Hotel, Taylors Hill, Galway 📅 Friday, 20th March 2026 ⏰ 10.00am – 3.00pm 💶 Cost: €10 per player Team Players: Michael Clesham, Rory Byrne, Adam Hatton, Billy O’Brien, George Gillan, Luke McNulty, Mark Shields and Daithi O’Loan.
	Girls Chess Finals 📍 Bridge Club, St. Mary’s, Galway 📅 Wednesday, 18th March 2026 ⏰ 10.00am – 2.00pm 💶 Cost: €10 per player Team Players: Freya Cahill, Chloe Gilvear, Lily Clancy and Ava Carr.
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